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October Topics 

● Spiders (arachnids) and Bats (mammals): looking at their life cycle, parts of the bodies, habitats 
and how they help the earth.  We hope to get our Montessorian Naturalist Specialist MoMo 
Brule (Rowan’s grandma and past teacher of Austin’s daughter Jasper!) to come in and share 
her unit studies on Spiders and Bats 

● Pumpkins, Gourd family & Apples: life cycle, parts of the plant and sensory games, songs and 
food preparation and tastings.  Thank you parents for donating apples--we could use some from 
orchards during class time exploration.  

● Garden preparation for winter and plant cycles: Winter crops and soil care for winter preparation. 
● Bird Migration: Pacific Northwest bird migration. 
● Loads of Halloween/Autumn Songs and Felt Story Board 
● Friends & Neighbors: What makes a friend.  Peace practices (invitation to play, concentrate 

together) on how to be neighborly and available for help when asked.  Inclusion practice and 
name games. 

 
“Finding out that we are one of a kind could be a lonely and frightening thing without the reassurance 
of knowing that we belong to humankind, and that we all belong to humankind, and that all humans 

laugh and cry about many of the same needs; and that those needs are best met by other human beings 
who can love us for both our similarities and our differences.” 

Mr. Fred Rogers 
 

● Thank you Play Dough Makers!  Please bring a batch every month, thank you! 
 

● Thank you parents who can help Substitute when a teacher is out sick and our subs are 
unavailable.  Your help is golden and means school can continue.  Please come Friday October 
4th 11:30-Noon for a subbing orientation.  Children are welcome to play in the garden while 
we meet.  

 
Please note: Teacher Laura Camner is away until mid October traveling to Italy with her partner Adrian 
and during her absence our beloved teacher Jordan Beck-Vroom will be present in class with us.  Jordan 
will also serve as our monthly Arts Specialist.  Thank you Jordan and thank you parents for preparing 
your children for the slight change. 
 
September 2019 Reflection 
Congratulations to a successfully joyful beginning of our 2019-20 school year!   Welcome new and 
returning families to Klahanie School, the children are beginning to remember names of classmates and 
we continue to play finger-plays, rhyming games, songs and movement during circle time as well as 
wonderful library books centered on self-care and emotions.  We have been laughing a lot as a group and 
throughout class, what a gift!  
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Thank you parents who will be able to attend our Parent Curriculum night, Monday September 30, 
5:30-6:30/(7pm latest) in the Klahanie classroom and a when time parents learn about Montessori 
education approach mixed importantly with Emotional Intelligence/Empathy development and 
Compassionate Listening foundation, during Circle time and on the fly daily experiences.  During our 
evening, we discuss the intentions of Montessori education, our intimate class space where we nurture 
connection building while maintaining the integration of age and readiness for one-on-one and group 
lessons in Practical Life, Sensorial, Math, Language, Zoology, Botany and Cultural areas of the 
curriculum.  During these first months of school our teacher-role is to assist in the children’s safety of 
self, environment and friendship development.  Many children have begun forming very sweet friendships 
and you may begin hearing from your child talk about play-dates with friends from school.  In circle we 
encourage children to seek one another out in the greater world if they see each other, to pass with hellos 
out in the world.  You all have very friendly and warm children.  And thank you teachers and parents for 
helping model a very kind and gentle space for our school community.  
 
Such a community is nourished by supportive acts of kindness--one parent driving for another who is 
ill; one family sending a casserole when another family has a new baby; families helping teachers in 

time crunch before the first day of school; teachers giving extra time when it is needed and many other 
gestures of mutual support.  As each individual feels respected and valued by others in the community, 
all gradually become comfortable in the family-like atmosphere that serves as a paradigm of our wider 

participation in the global community. 
 

~Nurturing the Spirit in Non-Sectarian Classrooms, by Aline D. Wolf (Montessorian Educator) 
 
A topic of curriculum night conversation focuses on our daily class practice of Inclusion during play and 
use of the following response if children are asked by a friend to play and help the children form routine 
in this process of the following inclusion based script: 
 
“Can I play?” 
“No thank you, maybe later.  I am working/playing alone right now.”  
Or if approaching an existing group (two or more) working on project or imaginative play: 
“Sure, we’ll figure it out.”   
 
To assist the children being creative in the group activity inclusion, children are supported by teachers 
within the script practice to assist children forming healthy foundation experiences when seeking 
connection.  This is a confidence builder for all involved because everyone is able to answer authentically 
what individual needs are as well as being kind in the clarity.  Teachers assist if a younger two-half year 
old classmate who might want to play with the same material yet play/concentrate alone.  This is the gift 
of observation in class where we can help decode what is being sought after and seeking to communicate. 
I also ask the children to practice listening as much as “use your words” and sometimes help brainstorm 
while having a heart-to-heart check-in if hurt feelings occurs using Compassionate Listening and team 
building skill practice.  The majority of the times the children are showing great care and imagination 
attached to this empathy developing response in-group work.  
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“Empathy is the ability to read and grasp the emotions of another person...Children learn empathy by 
seeing how others react when distressed and then imitating what they see.  They learn empathy when 
discipline for misbehavior requires them to focus attention on the distress their behavior has caused 
someone else.  Children learn empathy by having their feelings understood and shared by another.”  

 
“Emotional intelligence encompasses many of the foundation abilities that an individual must possess 

before that individual is able to successfully employ conflict resolution processes.  Developing 
emotional intelligence to enable a young person to learn conflict resolution is simply adding other tools 

to use, especially when involved in interpersonal conflicts.”  
~ Developing Emotional Intelligence, by Richard J. Bodine & Donna K. Crawford 

 
 
Some songs we are exploring in class surrounding our changing weather and friend connection building: 
The rain flows down the river 
And washes out to sea, 
Evaporates into the clouds then 
It rains back down on me. 
 
The rain is watering the flowers 
The rain is watering the trees 
I put my arms up 
and the rain waters me 
 
Meet New Friends and Keep the Old, Five Little Pumpkins, In the Autumn Time, Deciduous Trees lose 
their leave/ Evergreen Trees keep their green, Listen to the Water, name game fingerplays and fun with 
the parachute.  
 
Reminders/Thank Yous 

● Illness  Now that we are moving into the cold season, thank you so much parents for keeping 
your children home when sick and taking time to recuperate, this class of parents has been the 
best ever!  Please keep it up!  Thank you for alerting the school if your child has been diagnosed 
with an extreme virus to share with this families alerts especially with families with babies at 
home.   Of course it is impossible to keep children away from all cold viruses but, we'd like to try 
to keep up on the kindness community approach to continue thinking of all the children and 
families and staying home when sick.  
  

● Lice  Please get your hair combing lice kits and start preventatives: Please check our school blog 
under Parent Resources for the lice prevention and treatment.  Lavender, Tea Tree and Eucalyptus 
oils diluted with water and rubbed daily at the base of the neck hairline as well as around ears are 
some great preventative bases combined with frequent nit checks.  Children will need to stay 
home until denitted and treatment completed.  Please get your child prepared that there are 
complementary Spa Day for Heads when teacher Jordan is here and head checks will begin in 
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October.  We like sharing that we humans must care for our young, similar to other fur-hair 
mammals, and help check each other for little critters that like to nest on our big, warm human 
bodies.  

 
● Parent Curriculum Night: Monday September 30 5:30-6:30 (7pm latest)) we will be sitting 

on the floor, please RSVP and let Emmy know if you need a full chair or other sitting 
requirements, happy to help.  This for parents only and time to hear more about the Montessori 
methods, reasoning and implementation: 

○ The three year cycle (multiage class) 
○ Math and Language and the important foundations of Practical Life and Sensorial 
○ Support of developmental processes, emotional intelligence and usage of Compassionate 

Listening in Circle format to introduce and practice key communication foundational 
tools children and families can use throughout life experiences.  

 
● Autumn Conferences: October 14, 15, 16 Thank you for signing up through our Google doc. 

Conferences are time to hear about what your child is doing in class cognitively, socially, 
emotionally and physically.  Conferences are for parents and guardians to share confidentially 
and openly, receive referrals and feedback.  Conferences work best when children are engaged 
in the garden or off campus so fully candid conversation can transpire as well as keeping on 
time.  Guardians are encouraged to share childcare to help one another and  the garden is open for 
children to play supervised during the Daytime conferences only until 4pm.  After 4pm 
conferences, the garden is closed.  
Please email klahanieschool@gmail.com the following information prior to conference to keep 
everyone on time: 
 

1.  What are your hopes for your child this school year during school?  Any concerns, 
request for closer observation and checkin.  

2. What are your schooling plans for your child for the upcoming 2020-21?  
 

● Please look for Correspondence from Kate DeGarmo Thank you for looking for information 
from Kate regarding our Klahanie School Tee-shirts.  We hope to get tee-shirts made earlier in 
the year for you all to enjoy and ready to tie-dye in spring! 

 
Thank you parents for all you do and thrilled to share connected time with you all throughout this 
beautiful Autumn season.  Thank you for your correspondence, happy to take the time to support. 
 
Peace and Light, 
 
Emmy, Austin, Jordan, Laura 
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